Idea and Scope of a Miracle.               7

even be said that, strictly speaking, no evidence of a~
Revelation is conceivable which does not partake of
the character of a Miracle; since nothing but a dis-
play of power over the existing system of things can
attest the immediate presence of Him by whom it was
originally established ; or, again, because no event
which results entirely from the ordinary operation
of nature can be the criterion of one that is extra-
ordinary.b

. In the present argument I confine myself to the
consideration of Miracles commonly so called; such
events, that is, for the most part, as are inconsistent
with the constitution of the physical world.

Miracles, thus defined, hold a very prominent place
in the evidence of the Jewish and Christian Revelations.
They are the most striking and conclusive evidence ;
because, the laws of matter being better understood
than those to which mind is conformed, the trans-
gression of them is more easily recognised. They are
the most simple and obvious; because, whereas the
freedom of the human will resists the imposition of
undeviating laws, the material creation, on the con-
trary, being strictly subjected to the regulation of its

* Hence it is that in the Scripture accounts of Revelations
to the Prophets, eto., a sensible Miracle is so often asked and
given; as if the vision itself, which was the medium of the
Revelation, was not a sufficient evidence of it, as being perhaps
resolvable into the ordinary powers of an. excited imagination j